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cities, joined the forces of Asshur-danin-apli.
It is difficult to account for the strength of this
rebellion, unless, perhaps, the leader of it was
really the elder son? and a sense of fairness and
justice in. the people overcame their allegiance to
their sovereign. The struggle began in 827, and
before the death of Shalrnaneser, in 825 B. C.? the
kingdom for which he had warred so valiantly had
been split into two discordant parts, of which Shal-
maneser was able to hold only the newly won
provinces in the north and west, together with the
land of Babylonia. The old Assyrian homeland
was in the hand of the rebels, and all the signs
seemed to indicate that Babylonia would soon re-
gain complete independence and that the Ara-
maean peoples would be able to throw off their
onerous yoke. After the death of Shalmaneser,
Sharnshi-Adad spent two more years in civil war
before he was acknowledged as the legitimate king
of Assyria. We do not know what it was that
gave him the victory, but a complete victory it
was, and we hear no more of the rebels or their
leader,1

The civil war had brought dire consequences
upon the kingdom which Asshurnazirpal had
made great, and Shalmaneser had held to its alle-
giance for thirty-one long years. It was therefore
necessary, as soon as his title to the throne was
everywhere recognized, for Shamshi-Adad to un-

1 Inscription of Rbamshi-Adad (I R. 29-31), col. i, 89-53. See transla-
tion by Abel in ffeilinsctirift. Bill, i, pp, 174-187